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Е 
= Delimiting a given language group and defining its genetic position 


within a greater language area may be difficult, especially if the area 
consists of a number of vaguely characterized languages.” Such an area 
is that of the modern Indo-Aryan languages south of Kashmir. Parts of 
it constitute a kind of continuum where the separate languages merge 
into neighbouring languages with minute differences so that it is diffi- 
cult or impossible to fix any boundary lines between them, The case is 
a different one when dealing with e.g. the Germanic languages because 
Germanic is clearly characterized by a number of features; one is never 
in doubt when dealing with a member of this group. 

In the Himalayan hills of Himachal Pradesh a number of relatively 
closely related idioms, the Himachali dialects, are spoken. 1 have had 
occasion to study a couple of them, Kotgarhi and Koci, during three 
visits to the area.”. The dialect group, for which I suggest the name 
Himachali, was called West Pahari by G.A. Grierson in the Linguistic 
Survey of India, see expecially vol. ІХ part 4, 1916. Grierson’s idea of 
a special relationship between these dialects and what he termed Cent- 
ral Pahari, ie. from the West Garhvali and Kumauni spoken in the 
ills east of Himachal Pradesh, and East Pahar 
Nepali in Nepal, has never been Fully accepted, buc it still lingers on in 
the works of some scholars. ІІ can easily be demonstrated to be an error 
{see below). The best thing to do is to discard the name Pahari alto- 
gether. 


jiations: Av. Avestan, Bhadr, Bhadravahi. Bhal. Bhalesi. dir. direct. Him. НІ. 

Е. Indo-European. Каб. Kafiri, Ke. Косі, Ки. Kotgarbi, МІ, Middle 
Indo-Aryan. Мер. Nepali. МІ. New Indo-Aryan. обі. oblique. OL. Old Indo-Aryan. Pk. 
Prakrit. Sk. Sanskrit. 

2. See the author, Himachali Studies 
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94. ‘The second verb class has а complex inflection comprising 
the morphemes Кир /-i-/, /-*/, /“u-/ (pres.ind. /50п 
dible”, inf. /80n‘nd/, pret. /SOn‘ud/) and Ke /-i-/, /“u-/ (pres. 
ind. /iinia/, inf. Sanino/, pret. /50п“ио/). 

25. The_pres.ind, has.the ending /-é:/_in_the.2.3.sg.pl.:_Ktg Ke 
/8dna/ “he hears" (Kotgarhi and Косі have got shortening 
and loss of nasalization of a final unstressed vowel). 


26. Endings beginning with /m/ are used in the 1.рі. of the fu- 
ture: Кір /korme/ “we will 40". р 
27. Forms containing Л/ аге used in the future: Ke/koru Іо/ "1 will 


do”, Кога ю/ “he will do”, /kori la/ “we will do”, etc. 


28. 


i Кий /ав:а/, Кс /5е/. 

These features have been selected in such a way that phonology and 
morphology are represented. Since the features should indicate con- 
nections going back to ancient strata, especially OI or MI, only one 
lexical item has been included: the elementary word “to be”, 

These features have a wide occurrence in the Himachali group. This 
might seem to be an important principle since the whole group and not 
‘one or two dialects are concerned. We will however mention below a 
feature occurring, as far as is known at present, only in two dialects as 
a possible exception to this principle (see р.474). 

The features shouid be either specific, i.e. only occurring in the area 
in question, or they must occur in parts of, but not in the whole of the 
surrounding greater area. Only by means of the latter will it be possible 
to determine with which of the other languages there are contacts and 
to form an idea of the oldest attainable relationship. 

In a rich linguistic area with relatively few pronounced differences 
like Indo-Aryan it is difficult to find specific features. It will in most 
cases be possible to mention parallels from some other language. There 
are only two such features in Himachali, namely feature 18 (same en- 
ding in obl.sg. and оЫ.рі.) and feature 24 (complex inflection іп 2. verb 
class). The first is relatively recent, being due to the loss of nasalization 
of unstressed final vowels. Regarding the second point the following 
should be noticed: In the eastern hill languages, Garhvali, Kumauni 
and Nepali, one of the morphemes appearing in Himachali is carried 
through in the whole inflection, namely /-i-/, e.g. Nep /ma:rinu/ “to be 
killed", while the languages north and west of Himachali have gener- 
alized morphemes coming from Sk /bhu:-/, MI and NI /ho-/ “to be, 


fers 
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become”, related to the morphemes /-*-/ and /-‘u-/ of Himachali, eg. 
Bhalesi kerionu/to be done” (the -i/ of /keri/ is the ending of the gerund 
іп Bhalesi; it has no genetic connection with the /-i-/ of Him /5йтіа/, 
Мер /та:гіпи/ есс.). This is probably, at least to some extent, ше back- 
ground of the fact that Himachali has the two sets of forms and that the 
/i-/ forms are wider spread іп Косі in the east than in Kotgarhi in the 
west. It is also a remarkable fact that Kotgarhi has a genetically jus- 
tified distribution of the morphemes since /-i-/ comes from the OL and 
MI morpheme of the passive, /-i:ya-/, and only appears in that dialect 
in the forms where /-і:уа-/ was used, i.e. in the finite present forms. In 
the other forms Kotgarhi has used what was originally a periphrase by 
means of /bhu:-/. 

Here may be mentioned some words which seem to be specific for 
Himachali, some of them of obscure provenanc Киш Ke /deund/ “to 
go”; /саппд/ “to make"; /dz‘Angnd/ “to beat, kil һөһешт/ “woman, 
wife"; /pre:9/, /pras:o/ “light (e.g. from the sun)"; Ља: “talk, matter”, 

A language group is often arranged in such a way that it consists of 
a primary area containg all the features and secondary areas having a 
greater or smaller part of the features. Among the 28 features enumer- 
ated above fourteen appear in all the eight dialects, indicated by the 
following numbers: 4,9,10,11,12,13,14,16,17,19,22,23,25,28. They are 
underlined on the list. By paying regard to the remaining features it is 
possible to decide which dialects are secondary and to what extent. 
There are three dialects which especially come into consideration: in 
the north Kului and Mandeali and in the southeast Jaunsari. 

Kului differs from the other dialects on four points: 


1. There is по yowel lengthening in originally closed syllables 
(feature 2), e.g. /ор/ “fire” from Sk /agnih/. It agrees with 
languages in the north and west on this point. The vowel 
lengthening is important because it divides Indo-Aryan India 
into а relatively smallnorthern areawhereno lengthening has 
taken place and a much greater southern area having the 
change. The line separating the two areas traverses northern 
India from the west to the east and passes through the Hi- 
machali area cutting Kului off from the rest of the dialects. 
There are a few pockets where the opposite result appears, 
but in the main there is a clear distribution. 

2. The voiced aspiration which has otherwise been weakened ог 

lost (feature 7) is still preserved. 
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correspond to feature 20, The remaining seven deviations correspond 
to one feature each from the list, namely 1,2,3,8,15,26,27. If we for the 
present leave features 26 and 27 out of consideration there are 11 
features from the list which correspond to deviating features. They will 
be called partial features below unlike the features occurring in all the 
dialects which we shall chall universal. As was mentioned above on p. 
34 it is uncertain what the status of one feature, 24 (complex inflection 
of the second verb-class), is, whether it is universal or partial. Since each 
of the deviating features has a restricted occurrence the corresponding 
partial features have a wide occurrence. They must be included among 
the constitutive feaures together with the universal ones so that there 
altogether are 26 constitutive features. Just as one cannot with good 
reason exclude a language from a given area on the ground that there 
are a few constitutive features which it does not possess it would be 
wrong not to include a feature simply because it is missing in a minority 
of the languages. 

It appears from the above that the deviating features are spread over 
the area in such a way that no sub-grouping of dialects can be estab- 
lished. The distribution found in Himachali can be symbolized in the 
| following way: 


Features 1 2 3 4 5 are universal; а b саге partial, widely distributed 
and all occurring in the primary dialect. Each of the deviating features 
а В у occurs іп one secondary dialect. The secondary dialects have two 
partial features each, but never the same two. One may ask: will there 
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always be a primary area? The answer is evidently: no. In the model the 
central dialect might be absent. All the dialects would possess deviating 
features besides the constitutive, consisting of universal and partial fea- 
tures. 

One Himachali dialect, Baghati, has no deviating features. It con- 
tains all the constitutive features and consequently it is a primary 
dialect. 

Two partial features, the future elements with /m/ and // (26 and 27), 
are about equally distributed, either of them occurring in appro: 
tely half of the dialects, the /m/ element in Korgarhi, Jaunsari, Kyon- 
thli and Baghati and the Л/ element in Косі, Kului, Sirmauri, Куоп. 
і апа Baghati. The two last-mentioned dialects have both features, 
(пі occurring in the 1.рі. and Л/ in the 2.3.sg.pl., e.g. Baghati /aume/ 
“we shall come”, /aula/ “he will come”. Since the two features are weakly 
represented in the group their constitutive force for Himachali as a 
whole is hardly as great as that of the other partial features. 

One may now ask: how is the position of the secondary dialects to be 
judged? Is any of them to be excluded from the group? Not only the 
number of disagreements, but also their nature should be taken into 
consideration. 

Here Mandeali is to considered before any other dialect since it has 
no less than eight, perhaps even nine deviations. Some of the features 
missing in Mandeali must be said to be quite characteristic for Hi- 
machali, thus the change of stressed short /a/ to /o/ in open syllables (1), 
14, Is! > 16 (8), Пт! > /с/ and /dr/ > ДІ (5). The future тогрһете with 
igh/ and /g/ is а glaring deviation, reminiscent of morphemes in eastern 
Panjabi dialects, in standard Panjabi and in Hindi. If we, impressed by 
these deviations, decided to leave Mandeali out the following features 
would acquire status as being universal: 1. (short /a/ » /a/h3. (/8/, 15/ > BN); 
and 24. {complex inflection of the 2. verb class). But on the other hand 
this dialect has a great number of concordant features whereby it de- 
viates from Panjabi and the other western languages and from most of 
the southern: 9. (vowel lengthening); 17. (morpheme in the obl.sg. in 
substantives of the 3. and 4. decl.); 18. (obl.p!. of substantives has the 
same form as the obl.sg.); 19. (morpheme in the instr.sg. in the substan- 
tives); 20 (possessive adjective /ra:/); 22.(base /s-/: А-/, not /o/, Ли, used 
in the remote pronoun); 23. (distinction between masculine and femi- 
nine in the obl.sg. of the 3. person pronouns) and 25. (ending /-4:/ in 
the pres.ind.). None of these features occur in Panjabi or Hindi, except 
2. which is found in Hindi, but not in Panjabi. It is especially to be 
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The other Himachali features are missing in the three languages, for 
instance: there is no vowel lengthening; all the sibilants have become /s/; 
Іші and /дг/ are kept instead of becoming /с/ and /j/; the possessive 
adjective is /da:/ in Panjabi and Lahnda, До/ in Sindhi; the pronouns of 
е 1.рі. and the 2.pl. contain 15/; the personal ending /-а: іп the pres. 
ind. and those containing /m/ and // in the future are missing. 

Sindhi has got /r/ from /--/ (10), probably passing through Л/, іп any 
case witnessing of the same weakening of the articulation аз //. 

The voiced aspiration has been preserved in Lahnda and Sindhi (fea- 
ture 7). 

Standard Panjabi, Lahnda and Sindhi have preserved initial /v-/ (12). 
This is a western feature in NI also occurring in Gujarati and Marathi. 

Lahnda and Sindhi have got Лу from ОЇ уа-/ (14). 

In the instrumental (19) standard Panjabi uses the postposition /ne/ 
while in Lahnda and Sindhi the instrumental has the same morpheme 
as the oblique. 

As has been mentioned, the eastern Panjabi dialects spoken in the 
hills close to the Himachali area share a number of features with Hi- 
machali, at the same time deviating from standard Panjabi. 


What we in this connection call the southern languages are spoken by 
vast populations covering far the greatest part of Northern India. The 
most important languages are, beginning from the west, Gujarati, Ma- 
rathi, Rajasthani, Hindi, Bihari, Assami, Bengali and Oriya. The four 
last-mentioned belong together, forming the eastern group; they have 
a number of special features in common. Even if the southern langu- 
ages are far from being homogeneous we will treat them together. 

Оп the following list features 2, 11, 13 and 21 аге universal; the other 
underlined features are partial, but widely represented in the area. The 
features without underlining only occur in few languages as appears 
from the remarks added to them. 


Agreements with the southern languages 
(fal > fol) The eastern group. 


1. 
22 
6. 
7. 
8. 
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(-п-/ > һу, ач» ЛІ, /-09-’ » Kn)n/) Oriya, Rajasthani, 
Gujarati, Marathi, partly Bihari (/г/ from /-1-/). 


п. (/-пъ-/ > fal) 
ri Ку! > Љ-) But Gujarati and Marathi keep /м-/. 
Г 
i i / дей But Marathi and western Rajasthani һауе ЛИ. 
15. (ditpl./-el.inLdesl.) But western Rajasthani has /-а:/. 
16. (obl.sg. /-е/ іп I.decl.) But western Rajasthani has /- 
1; (тогрћете іп obl.sg. in 3. and 4.decl.) Marathi, Bengali. 
19. (morpheme in instr.sg. in the substantive) Avadhi, Gujarati, 
Bengali. 
a (possessive adjective /ro/, /ға:/) Rajasthani. Bengali has /-г/. 
22. (the /о/, Лу base not used in the remote pronoun) Marathi, 
Gujarati. і 
23. (distinction between m. and Г. in obl.sg. of the 3. person pro- 
nouns) Marathi. 
97, (future with Л) Marathi, Rajasthani. 
Among the weakly represented features the following are especially 
noteworthy: 


‘The change of short /a/ to /5/ in the eastern group. If this agreement 

with Himachali has a genetic foundation it must be said to be remark- 
able. For the їмо areas are separated by several hundred kilometers. 
Two explanations are conceivale. Either a migration has taken place 
leading to the separation or the whole or a greater part of the country 
between Himachal Pradesh and Bihar originallyhad the change to /o/, 
only later changing it again to /a/. One must however also allow for the 
possibility that the sound change has occurred independently in the two 
areas due to а common tendency. The short О! /а/ was, as we know 
from the Indian grammarians, a central or middle back vowel of the 
same character as that found in a great number of NI languages which 
could easily change to the low back vowel /o/. 
Also the palatal stops were liable to change. Judging by their pronun- 
ciation in most of the modern languages they were prepalatal, close to 
the pronunciation as dental affricates which one finds here and there 
in India, in the east in the eastern Bengali dialects, in the west in Ma- 
rathi and in several places in the north (feature 6). 

It should be noticed that the eastern Bengali dialects also have lost the 
voiced aspiration, replacing it with a tonal accent. This means that they 
share three features with achali (1, 6 and 7). Even if each of the 
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17. There is по morpheme in the obi.sg. in the 3. and 4. declen- 
sions. 

18. The obl.sg. and obl.pl. have different morphemes in the sub- 
stantives. 

19. There is по norpheme in the instr.sg. in the substantive. In- 
stead a composite form with postposition is used. 

20. Apart from one Garhvali dialect the possessive adjective is 
Лко/. 

22. In the remote pronoun the /o/, /u/ base is used. 

24, There is only one morpheme in the 2. verb class. 

25. The personal ending /-2:/ іп the pres.ind. does not occur. 

26. There is no ending with /m/ in the future. 

28. There із по base /as(s)-/, /25(5)-/, /5-/ in the verb “to Бе”. Instead 


a base beginning with /ch/ is used. 

Оп all these points the three languages agree with the southern lan- 
guages, either in general or with some of them. It is especially to be 
noticed that there is agreement with Rajasthani regarding features 15, 
16, 27 and 28. This was seen by Grierson in the Linguistic Survey of 
India, but he committed the error to extend it as being valid for 
machali also. 

It is important to state that the features which Garhvali, Kumauni 
and Nepali have in common with Himachali also occur in the outside 
languages. Thus the southern languages have, as we have seen, either 
en bloc or in groups of two or three, features 2, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
20, 21, 23 and 27. Feature 3 occurs in the languages to the north and 
feature 9 in the languages to the north and west of Himachali, There 
is nothing to support the theory of a special relationship between Hi- 
machali and the three eastern hill languages. П is evident that these 
attach themselves to the southern languages. 


The Himachali group has a considerable number of features, among 
them some remarkable ones, in common with the languages spoken 
north of the Kulu valley, i.e. firstly the languages in the Himalayas 
north of the Kulu valley and south of Kashmir, and secondly the Dardic 
languages in Kashmir. The first we will call the Bhadravahi-Bhalesi 
group after their two best known and most characteristic members. 

The numerous Dardic languages do not form a homogeneous group. 
There are on the contrary great differences between them, What gives 
them a common stamp is the fact that they have had a peculiar devel- 
opment compared to the languages south of Kashmir. The knowledge 
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опе possesses of them is not as full as of the other Indo-Aryan langu- 
ages. Kashmiri is the only literary language in the Dardic group. The 
still more peculiar Kafir languages will not be taken into consideration. 


Agreements with Bhadravahi-Bhalesi 


РИМИ (it, el > 
5. ( 

6. (1 > 

10. (ае al etc) 
п. (аі 3. №). 

12. 

13. 
14. 
15. 
16. (obl.sg. /-e/ іп 1.4есі.) 

17: (morpheme іп obl.sg. in 3. an 
19. 

20. 
23. 


апа f. in obl.sg. of the 3. person pro- 


26. 
27. 
28. (base_/as(s)-/ е 

All the features are universal. 


the verb Мо be"). 


Agreements with Dardic 


4 (/kr/, /pr/ etc. preserved) But frequently » /с/ or /Ш. 
5. (ат > /с/ etc.) But frequently preserved. 

6. (4 > hts! etc.) 

7: (unstable voiced aspiration, tone) 

9. (пи > Ind/ etc.) 

12. (уі > Льч/) But /y-/ frequently preserved. 

13. (уч м 0-0) But /у-/ frequently preserved. 

15, (dir,pl._/-e/ іп 1.decl.) 

17, (morpheme | i 


19. (morpheme in 
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а лаје in Kotgarhi somebody says, /phakirt "За “atsh’ poverty isa good 
thing”; but a little ізет it is said, /agor phokirt ‘atsh “da ізгі пі ‘are 
deund/ “if poverty is а good thing then come on let us ро". This rule 
has so far not been stated in any other Himachali dialect nor has it been 
found in any other Indo-Aryan language except опе: С.А. Grierson 
states the same word order rule for Kashmiri (Manual of Kashmiri, 
1911, уоМ p.64 foll.). This is in my opinion a genetically founded 
agreement between the two languages. The rule is of such anature that 
its appearance in two areas could hardly be a mere coincidence. How 
is this agreement to be explained? One way would be to assume that the 
rule once existed, but later again disappeared in the languages spoken 
between Kashmir and the Kotgarhi-Koci area. Another possibility is 
that a closer examination would prove it to have a wider distribution 
than in the present state of our knowledge. у 

The most characteristic agreements between Himachali and the 
northern languages аге 1. the change of /tr/ and /dr/ to consonants 
different from both the first and the second consonant inherent in the 
basic consonant groups, 2. the personal ending of the present га 
/-a:n/ and 3. future with /m/. The two first features are found outside 
Indo-Aryan. Similar changes of stop + /r/ exist in neighbouring Iranian 
languages to the west and in Tibetan languages to the east. It seems to 
be a substratum feature. Also the ending /-a:n/ occurs in Iranian, e.g. 
in Persian with the function of present participle. The future with /m/ 
seems only to occur in Himachali and Bhadr.-Bhal., in the latter group 
in the form /-mle/, /-me/ іп Bhadravahi and /-mel/ іп Bhalesi. The /т/ 
comes from the above-mentioned subjunctive form in /-m/ (Bhal 
Лыӛәті/). 

There аге evident genetic contacts between Himachali and the lan- 
guages spoken farther north, not only the Bhadravahi-Bhalesi group, 
but also Dardic in Kashmir. At the same time there are a number of 
agreements with the southern languages. The features which Himach- 
ali shares with the western languages, Panjabi, Lahnda and Sindhi, exist 
elsewhere, either in the north or the south. The fact that Himachali 
contains both northern and southern features is best explained by as- 
suming that this population from ancient times has its habitat on the 
border line between the two areas, sharing now in the changes of one 
area and now in the changes of the other. й 

Are any of the adjoining languages or language groups sufficiently 
closely related to the Himachali group as to be included in it? We have 


A LANGUAGE GROUP AND ITS POSITION 


seen that the theory of a relationship with Garhvali, Kumauni and 
Nepali is to be rejected. The closest connections are evidently with the 
Bhadravahi-Bhalesi group. No less than 17 features shared with 
machali are universal here. One might think of expanding the group 
or rather forming a new group embracing Himachali and Bhadravahi- 
Bhalesi. ТІ in fact what Grierson understood by West Pahari. On 
this point it would be possible to agree with him, An expansion usually 
means leaving out some of the constitutive features. On the other hand, 
some of the deviating features might acquire another status. Expanding 
the group in the manner indicated is to some extent a matter of esti- 
mate. There are a great number of agreements, but at the same time 
also marked differences. We have mentioned two such differences: 
Bhadr.-Bhal. keep an unvoiced stop after a homorganic nasal instead 
of changing it into а voiced stop and they have no personal ending /-4:/. 
If we decided to unite the two groups into one we would in any case 
have to divide it into two sections, a northern section comprising 
Bhadr.-Bhal. and a southern comprising Himachali. 


If we keep to the Himachali group such as we have delimited it there 
is one last question, Do these dialects go back to a homageneous parent 
language proper for them? After the above discussion the answer must 
clearly be in the negative. There is no homogeneous language from 
which the dialects have sprung as the only descendants. We have seen 
that there are dialects showing deviating features which they share with 
neighbouring idioms, e.g. /(c)ch/ from /ks/ (Kului); /(s)s/ from /-sm-/ in 
the pronouns of the 1.рі. and 2.pl. (Kului, Mandeali); possessive ad- 
jective /ko/, obl.pl. in /-a/ (Jaunsari); dir.pl. in /-a/ іп the 1. declension 
(Косі). There is every probability that all these features are old. As has 
been mentioned the changes of ОЇ /ks/ leading to (c)ch/ and /(k)kh/ 
and those of O1 /sm/ to /{s)s/ апа /(m)m/ must have begun already in the 
OI phase, At the same time we have seen that some outside neighbour- 
ing idioms have certain pecularities in common with Himachali, at the 
same time deviating from their standard languages. Thus eastern Pan- 

ЈаЫ dialects have initial /b-/ from /v-/ (not keeping /v-/ as standard Pan- 

jabi) and morphemes in the obl.sg. of substantives of the 3. and 4. 
declensions and in the instr.sg. of the substantives. And western Gar 
hvali dialects have a possessive adjective /ro/. Such cases are a kind of 
“splits” in a language area which witness to old connections with outside 
areas. 

Similar cases are well known from other parts. 
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In certain cases both areas have been divided by the splitting isog- 
loss. This has happened if the isogloss bundle forming the boundary 
between the two areas has cut across the splitting isogloss. A possible 
instance is the treatment of 1.-Е. /С/ in Italic and Celtic. In Latin- 
Faliscan and in the Gaelic branch of Celtic the velar has been preserved 
while in Oscan-Umbrian and in Britannic /k"/ has become /p/. The 
following diagram illustrates this. 


1 


1а Ib 
2с,3с,4с,5с 


24, 3d,4d,5d 


Besides the above-mentioned genetic contacts which have effect оп 
phonology, morphology and vocabulary, the well-known loan contacts 


occur which practically speaking only affect the vocabulary. A third 
kind of contact is the substratum contact which appears when a popu- 
lation adopts a foreign language and introduces some of its speech 
habits from the old language to the new, most often changing phono- 
logy and syntax. The change of /tr/ to /c/ or /tl/ in Himachal Pradesh 
and Kashmir seems to be due to a substratum effect since it is found in 
Indo-Aryan, Iranian and in the totally unrelated western Tibetan lan- 
guages as well. 

A well defined and unified group like Germanic goes back to a ho- 
mogeneous parent language. But there must have been marginal areas 
belonging to Germanic which have now disappeared. It is the nucleus 
that remains. 

A language group is far from always what one is inclined to believe, 
a well-knit, sharply delimited unit. It is often a loosely knit collection of 
languages the separate members of which show deeply rooted agree- 
ments with outside idioms. It is characterized by a combination of fea- 
tures none of which need be specific for it. Such a group cannot be 
derived from a specific parent language. That does not mean, however, 
that there was not a homogeneous language from which the group 
descends. In the case of Himachali this language, which probably was 
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very much like Old Indo-Aryan, was the parent language not only of 
Himachali, but of other modern Indo-Aryan languages as well. In the 
same way one can assume that the completely homogeneous Indo- 
European parent language lay at the root not only of the Indo-Eu- 
ropean languages, but also of other, lost or existing, languages. 

The split features in Himachali are a consequence of the well- known 
fact that the tracks of the isoglosses are independent of each other and 
that the linguistic features have different distributions, shifting from 
one period to the next. 
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